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New scheme helping
youngsters to settle in
n Older students are acting
as mentors to new pupils to
make them feel comfortable
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DISCUSSION: Students from across Bolton gather at Essa Academy to discuss how to make the transition between
primary school and high school smoother
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YOUNGSTERS are quickly settling
into high school thanks to a growing
network of “Franklin Scholars”.
Older children in secondary

schools are developing their skills as
young leaders to help childrenmake
a strong start in Year Seven through
peer tutoring and coaching.
They are being trained by social

enterprise company Franklin
Scholars, which recently held an
event at Essa Academy, which has a
number of Franklin Scholars.
Pupils from the academy,

Ladybridge High School and others
gathered to discuss ideas on how to
make the transition between the two
schools smoother, as well as how
they can support their local
community.
Questions discussed included how

to help prepare younger children for
the transition into secondary school,
what initiatives could be created to
interact with and support our local
communities more andwhat could
be done to find outmore about our
local area and harness it to benefit
students.
Some of the highly commended

ideas included a festival bringing
schools and communities together to
celebrate their local areas, and a
website forum for students to share
ideas and experiences.
Five groups were selected for the

final, and pitched to experts Colin
Ferguson fromTeach First, and
Harriet Andrews fromThe Politics
Project.
Students will now be encouraged

and supported to turn their ideas
into reality.
Jessica Barratt, founder and

director of Franklin Scholars, said:
“We know that children face
different challenges as they progress
through school and that how
successfully they adapt to the new
academic and social context of
secondary school, which is vastly
different from primary school, can
have a real impact on how they
progress.
“But we also know that there is a

huge pool of young people in that

same school who are very well
placed to help.
“We aim to give these young people

the skills and tools to support their
younger peers, knowing that they
themselves will also learn some
invaluable life skills along the way –
empathy, perseverance and
leadership skills to name a few.”
Year 10 pupils who have passed

through the recruitment and
training processes, and are now
working with Year Sevens in their
schools over a full academic year,
and will remain Franklin Scholars
for life, becoming part of the alumni
network and joining a growing
community of hundreds of scholars
around the country.
It is hoped that current Year

Sevens, supported by the Franklin
Scholars, will themselves in a few

years’ time be applying to become
Franklin Scholars, to help younger
students like they were helped.
Bushra Patel, who is in Year Seven

at Essa Academy, said: “What I like
about Franklin Scholars is that you
get to learn new things, build up
your confidence, have fun and get to
know each other.
“What I liked about the day was

that different schools came to see
how our Franklin Scholars work.We
got to find out what different things
other schools do in Franklin
Scholars, how they learn new
things, make new friendships.
“The Franklin Scholars day helped

me a lot in gaining and building up
my confidence, while we played lots
of games to settle in andwe also
worked in groups, making plans and
answering questions.

“The day has given us all a chance
to shine, showwhowe are and
represent ourselves in a good way.”
Year 10 pupil Zain Al-Thawaynee

at Essa Academy, added: “I think it’s
very important to support the new
Year Sevens throughout their first
year because I wasn’t very confident
and I didn’t do a lot. But with the
help of teachers and people around
school I becamewhat I am now. I
want what happened tome to
happen to other students so that
every student will feel as confident
at school as I do today.”
HannahAlexander, director at

Essa Academy, said: “Essa Academy
was delighted to host such a
collaborative event bringing
together both the local community
and beyondwith the single focus
being learning and development.”

Talking heads

SO much has been written
and said this week about
school testing.
True – people don’t grow by

measuring them.
True – if you domeasure

them and they fall behind
their expected height it helps
to ask what might be done.
Let’s be clear the exam sys-

temwe have arises from a
long history and several, often
very different, origins. It is not
remotely perfect. However, I
have come to think it never
will be and so the best plan is
to support the pupils through
those times, and to never for-
get that while we must teach
them for the exams it is impor-
tant to educate them as well.
It would be nice if teaching

to pass exams and education
were the same, but they are
not, possibly never have been
and probably never will be.
If we look far back the pur-

pose of exams in ancient crafts
and guilds was to prove your
apprenticeship.
Having watched, then

worked with, a skilled crafts-
man, the student would take
an exam to prove they were
ready to work alone.
Many vocational exams fol-

low this tradition.
Much of the fabric of the

academic exam system has its
origins in civil service exams,
better suited to selecting peo-
ple to run a Victorian empire.
A-levels began as an entry test
for university, not as the end
point of study at school.
GCSE tests have their origins

in the school leaving certifi-
cate and remain even though
the leaving age has increased.
The SAT tests measure pupils

but really have their origins in
systems to measure schools.
Add to this different views

about whether we examine
skills or learning, memory or
interpretation. Of course they
are not mutually exclusive but
changing fashion usually
favours one or the other.
Results are important, of

course, as the passport to the
next stage of education and
life. But much more important
to pupils in the future will be
all the other things they have
learned at school that cannot
be examined and we should
never, ever, try to do so.
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